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NOVOPRO LIGHT BATTEN 1M
BY JAMES HUMPHREY

MSRP: £179.95
WWW.NOVOPRO.CO.UK

When I was first asked to review the 

new Light Batten 1m from Novopro I 

almost turned down the offer. On first 

glance I thought it was just a run of the 

mill LED batten at an ok price, nothing 

to get excited about. But then I realised 

it features an internal rechargeable 

battery and that makes it a totally 

different proposition!

Equinox Vortex

For anyone who doesn’t know, Novopro is a 
small independently-owned British lighting and 
accessory brand that specialises in niche products 
squarely aimed at the mobile DJ market. The 
company’s PS1 range of flat-pack podiums/plinths 
won last year’s Pro Mobile Accessory of the Year 
Award and the SDX foldable DJ booth and many of 
their other unique products have proved extremely 
popular with mobile DJs. Thanks to Managing 
Director, Gerry Frost’s hands-on approach, the 
company seems to be very much in-tune with 
what DJs want and need and this is reflected in its 
constantly expanding catalogue of products.

The new Light Batten 1m is no exception, offering 
powerful battery-powered wash lighting at an 
exceptionally affordable price, it is ideal for the up-
lighting of walls but can also be mounted overhead 
for dancefloor illumination. It features 24 x 4-watt 
quad colour RGBW LEDs spread out over a compact 
bar. The LEDs are grouped into eight sets of three, 
which allow for eye-catching chase effects as well 
as multi-coloured static up-lighting.

Although my past experiences of Novopro 
products have all been positive, I didn’t have overly 
high expectations for the build quality of the Light 
Batten 1m because of its low price point. However, 
having removed the pair of fixtures I was sent for 
review from their full-colour glossy printed boxes I 
have to say that I was impressed. With solid metal 
construction and sleek rounded edges, the units 
have a quality feel and seem to be very robust. 
The end caps are made from plastic, so there 
is the potential for those to crack if they get a 
hard knock, but as long as you take decent care 
of them I think these fixtures should have a good 
operational life.

To help protect the units from damage and 
keep them nice and clean, each Light Batten 1m 
is supplied with a padded storage / carry bag. 
Considering that these are included for free, they 
are really good quality. They are made from a tough 
synthetic fabric, have a separate smooth internal 
lining and are fitted with a decent thickness of 
protective padding. The whole side of the bag has a 
zipped opening, making it easy to slide the batten 
in or out, and the attached carrying handles wrap 
all the way under, so shouldn’t rip away from the 
bag over time.

Connecting sockets and control switches for the 
batten are positioned on the side, which means 
that it can sit directly on the floor for wall up-
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lighting. It is also supplied with a pair of brackets 
that screw into either side using thumb-tightened 
screws. These can be used both as floor stands, to 
allow the bar to be positioned at any desired angle, 
or for rigging to a truss, tripod or deck stand.

The unit features a standard four-character LED 
display screen and four corresponding selection 
buttons. Its menu interface is intuitive and, as 
someone with plenty of experience with using 
similar DMX fixtures, I had no problem deciphering it 
without resorting to the manual. However, for those 
less familiar with this type of menu, the manual is 
written in clear English and is very easy to follow if 
you need it.

When it comes to output, I was also impressed 
with the Light Batten 1m; it kicks out some serious 
light, which projects over a good distance thanks 
to its relatively narrow 35-degree beam angle. This 
makes it ideal for both up-lighting and dancefloor 
washing duties. It also comes pre-programmed with 
a selection of 16 colourful chase patterns, which can 
be set to run either at a set speed or triggered by 
the internal microphone (with variable sensitivity).

The four primary colours are all vivid and well 
balanced in terms of output. The colour mixing is 
also very nice, with minimal colour shadow when 
the primary colours are mixed together to create 
other hues and tones. The unit features 15 pre-set 
colour macros, which can be easily selected from the 
LED menu, allowing for quick and simple up-lighting 
straight out of the box. Full RGBW colour mixing 
is also accessible via the menu, which 
means that you can precisely mix any 
combination of the red, green, blue and 
white LED elements to achieve an exact 
colour without having to use an external 
controller.

Multiple f ixtures can easily be l inked 
together using XLR cables to run the 
internal programs in a master/slave 
configuration for a simple synchronised 
lightshow. There are two settings for slave 
units, which will cause the fixture to either 
mimic the master unit or complement its 
chase effects. Both input and output IEC 
sockets are also provided for the power 
supply, which means that multiple fixtures 
can easily be linked together for charging 
or mains powered operation. The output 
IEC socket is located at the opposite end 
of the bar to the input, which is a nice 

touch for making cable runs shorter and neater. 
However both input and output XLR sockets are 
positioned together at one end, it’s a small thing, 
but I’d have liked to see the output XLR socket over 
at the other end next to the output IEC!

The Light Batten 1m is also supplied with a small IR 
remote, which allows simple wireless selection of the 
16 pre-programmed patterns as well as the chase 
speed or sound active sensitivity. It also features a 
blackout button (labelled as ‘on/off ’) and a strobe 
button (which adds strobing to the currently running 
programme, I’d have preferred it to switch all of the 
LEDs to white and strobe them while pressed, but I 
guess that is personal opinion). I found the remote 
to work very reliably within the scope of what it is 
designed to do and to be a far easier way of setting 
up the internal chase patterns than using the LED 
menu. However, I was a little bit disappointed that it 
doesn’t allow selection of static colours – even the 
15 pre-set macros – which I think many DJs would 
have found useful.

If you want to integrate the Light Batten 1m into 
a larger DMX-controlled lighting system, the unit 
offers a choice of five channel modes. The basic 
6-channel option offers combined RGBW colour 
mixing for all of the LEDs as well as remote access 
to the 16 in-built chase patterns with variable speed 
control. The 9-channel option adds master dimmer, 
strobe control and a colour scrolling feature, while 
the 16-channel, 30-channel and 58-channel modes 
allow individual RGBW colour mixing of 2, 4 and 8 
groups of LEDs, respectively.
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Obviously, when it comes to fixtures like this, runtime 
when operating from the internal battery is hugely 
important. The Light Batten 1m is f itted with a 
10,000mA 12V Lithium Ion rechargable battery 
pack, which is advertised as providing a runtime of 
between 4 and 8 hours, depending on the colours/
programs used. When I first received my test units 
I set them going in my living room, running one of 
the pre-programmed chase patterns, and was very 
impressed by the battery life – it was definitely up 
there around the 8 hour mark.

I then took the units along to a gig and used them to 
up-light the wall behind where I was setup. The party 
was for a 70th birthday for a lovely old gent and the 
colour scheme was black and gold, so I selected a 
nice vibrant yellow from the unit’s internal macros 
which did a fantastic job of illuminating the golden 
fringed foil curtain that had been put up by the 
family. Normally I would have switched to one of the 
automated chase patterns – or created my own via 
DMX – once the dancing got underway, but on this 
occasion I had been told in no uncertain terms, “no 
flashy lights”!

The Light Batten 1ms did a great job, however around 
four hours into the five hour party I noticed one, 
quickly followed by the other, go out. Fortunately, on 
this occasion, it was easy enough to plug in a couple 
of IEC leads and I had them back on before anyone 
really noticed – and, to be honest, by this point in the 
evening I don’t think anyone would have really cared 
if I hadn’t been able to put them back on. However, 
if you’re going to use these fixtures for up-lighting 
duties, it’s important to know their battery life limits. 
The problem here was clearly that my chosen golden 
colour used both the red and green LED elements at 
full intensity. It stands to reason that this is going to 
drain the battery much quicker than running a chase 
pattern (where all of the LEDs aren’t on all of the 
time) or one of the primary LED colours.

Back at home I did a bit of experimenting. I charged 
back up the fixtures to full capacity – which took 

around six hours – and then set them on static 
blue (one of the primary LED colours) with a timer 
running. In this case they lasted well over five hours, 
which would be ample for most of my gigs. So the 
only potential issue is if you need static-coloured 
washing using more than one of the primary colours 
for a prolonged period of time. A work around for 
this – which is actually suggested on the Novopro 
website – would be to create the colour using the 
RGBW colour mixing function but with a reduced 
brightness. Since the fixtures are so bright anyway, 
they still look very effective at 70%, which would be 
enough to get through a full event even with a static 
colour mixed from multiple LED elements.

The process of charging is extremely straightforward. 
Simply inserting an IEC lead will start the process 
(regardless of whether the unit itself is switched on) 
and a red LED illuminates to show that charging is 
taking place. This then turns green when the battery 
is full, which means you can be sure that your 
fixtures are fully charged prior to an event. Four 
additional LEDs then provide a visual indication of 
battery life. Two are green and two are red and each 
represents 25% of the battery charge. They begin 
to flash before going out; so all four LEDs on solid 
means a full battery, while just one flashing red LED 
means it’s time to get it plugged in quick!

So, to close – just in case you haven’t already 
worked it out – I really like the Light Batten 1m! It’s 
a well-designed and well-made product that offers 
excellent value for money. Other than the odd minor 
niggle, like the positioning of the XLR output socket 
and the inability to select static colours from the 
remote, it really is hard to find anything not to like 
about it. If you’re looking to get into the world of 
battery-powered up-lighting for the first time, or 
want to expand your system of regular pars with 
a few battens, you really can’t go wrong with this 
product.


