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REVIEWED

Novopro 
SDX Booth
By Ashley Riggs

The booth is usually the centrepiece of any 
mobile DJ’s rig. The eye is naturally drawn to this 
area of a set-up. For this reason most Jocks who 
care about their image as perceived by clients, 
and potential future clients, will take their 
time and put a lot of thought into any booth 
purchase. Careful consideration is required 
because the booth doesn’t just need to be 
good looking, after all, beauty is only skin deep. 
It also needs to be practical, have enough space 
for equipment, be lightweight, scalable, easy to 
transport, easy to cable and not require a bank 
robbery or mortgage to make it affordable!

Putting a tick in all of these boxes is the SDX 
Booth from new mobile DJ equipment brand 
Novopro. At first glance you’d be forgiven for 
thinking you are looking at the now very familiar 
Equinox screens. Sure, there are four rectangular 
steel frames, finished with black powder coating, 
and fitted with lift off hinges and Lycra inserts, 
but that’s where the similarity ends. Anyone 
who owns a set of Equinox screens will tell you 
that there is an inherent problem; when guests 
lean against them they move quicker than an 
Olympic curling sweeper! I’m happy to report 
that this is not such a big issue with the SDX 
Booth due to a clever bracing system. Essentially 
Novopro have welded a vertical steel rectangular 
strut from top to bottom on the insides of the 
outer two panels. In turn, welded to the struts, 
at just over a metre up from the floor, is the 
mounting bracket for two adjustable crossbars. 
When the crossbars are inserted between the 
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panels the whole frame becomes much more 
ridged. The entire booth weighs just 28kgs so 
it’s not impossible to budge from its position, 
but it is much more stable.

The cross bars have a dual purpose. Not only 
do they brace the two outer most panels, 
they also provide support for your play out 
equipment by way of two carpet covered 
wooden shelves. These fix to the crossbars 
with Velcro. Using Velcro may at first seem a 
bit ‘cheap’, but it is quick to set up and once 
the panels are positioned they are not going 
anywhere! Having the shelf split into two 
like this also gives you plenty of options for 
equipment placement and you can run cables 
either side or even through a gap in the middle 
if you chose to leave one. It also means you 
don’t have to carry a large cumbersome shelf 
around!

The crossbars are telescopic and can be fixed 
in length with a wing nut. This allows you to 
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adjust the angles of the outer 
most panels to a position that 
suits your desired look and the 
space available. It’s important 
to remember that one of the 
crossbars is shorter than the 
other, and that the shorter one 
needs to be positioned closest 
to the front panels if you chose 
to position the outer panels at 
an angle other than 90 degrees. 
Adjusting the angle of the 
outer panels will achieve overall 
widths between 1.44m to just 
under 2m.

Not only is the SDX a nice looking 
and rigid working platform but 
it also has a built in goal post 
system that will carry up to 
eleven lighting effects. The goal 
post’s telescopic uprights slide 
inside the previously mentioned 
vertical struts and fix in place 
with wing nuts and bolts. You 
can adjust the height between 
1.8m and 2.4m so there is plenty 
of flexibility and you should be 
able to use this even when in a 
low ceiling situation, just mind 
your head on your lights if you 
opt for the lowest setting! A 
T-bar is provided for each upright 
support, and the two T-bars can 
then be connected together by 
way of a central joining tube to 
form a goalpost rig. If you wish, 
you can leave out the joining 
tube and just have a T-bar either 
side. The advantage of this is 
that you can position each side 
to a different height or angle. 
Personally I’m not a big fan of 
these types of all-in-one goal 
post and deck stand systems. A 
small movement during some 
enthusiastic mixing or a drunk 
guest falling into you will result 
in a large movement at the top 
of the gantry. It will definitely 
wobble in that situation but as 

long as you’ve put it together 
correctly it shouldn’t fall down.

It takes around ten minutes or 
so to erect the entire Booth 
including the lighting goal post 
– which I’d say is pretty quick! 
It’s so easy to assemble I doubt 
you will ever need to read the 
instructions more than once 
and even that will just be for 
quick reference purposes. Break 
down is the reverse of assembly 
and included are two nice carry 
bags which make transportation 
a cinch and protect your 
investment at the same time.

Various accessories are available, 
these include everything from 
stands that clamp to the front 
panels through to laptop and 
CD player stands. Also available 
is a RGBW LED scrim that can 
be fixed across all of the panels 
providing a different look to the 
booth. Black Lycra scrims are 
also available if you find yourself 
in a position where the included 
white ones might look out of 
place. This would be useful if 
you were providing sound at a 
corporate event and needed a 
neat way of screening off the 
equipment, without drawing 
too much attention.

Could Novopro improve the 
design? Well, it would have 
been nice to be able to adjust 
the working height of the shelf. 
It would also be handy if you 
could have two lots of shelves. 
DJs who stil l  use passive 
speakers with separate amps 
would probably find a lower 
shelf useful. That said, you 
could use the space available 
under the shelf for a small 
active bass bin. I’m still waiting 
for the day a manufacturer 

cottons on that white frames 
with white scrims would look 
much better for DJs working in 
the wedding market. Perhaps 
Novopro will offer the SDX in 
optional colours sometime in 
the near future.

Is it value for money? At 
£349.95 it is over twice the 
price of the Equinox screen on 
its own, however you do gain 
a deck stand and a lighting 
gantry in the process which 
would add up to over £349 if 
purchased separately. Of course 
it’s important to remember 
that you are also paying for 
the design and, despite its 
simplistic look, it’s obvious that 
a fair bit of thought has been 
put into the SDX Booth. Let’s 
also not forget that the carry 
bags are included in this price, 
and this is often overlooked 
when costing similar systems, 
so the SDX is good value if you 
need a complete booth system.

Would I buy one? Yes I would, 
though I wouldn’t use the goal 
post section due to personal 
preference. I like the rigidity of 
the booth and the fact I wouldn’t 
need to carry in a keyboard 
stand and large piece of wood as 
a shelf for my equipment. That 
saves at least one trip from the 
van into a venue and back again, 
making for faster set up and 
break down times.

Overall this is a good product 
with nice design features. 
It uses simple barn door 
technology, exceeds all of the 
criteria we set out with at the 
beginning of this review and 
is positioned at a reasonable 
price. What more could you 
ask for?
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